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Prepared By Gee Chung for the Bloor Street East Neighbourhood Association (BENA) 

Land Acknowledgement 
The City of Toronto acknowledges that we are on the traditional territory of many nations including the Mississaugas of 
the Credit, the Anishnabeg, the Chippewa, the Haudenosaunee and the Wendat peoples and is now home to many diverse 
First Nations Inuit and Metis peoples.  The City also acknowledges that Toronto is covered by Treaty 13 signed with 
multiple Mississaugas and Chippewa bands. 
 
Toronto Carrying Place 

 
 
A City of Toronto report states:  “Much of the historic core of the City of Toronto is located within the Iroquois Sand Plain 
physiographic region that comprises the former bed of glacial Lake Iroquois.  The Iroquois Sand Plain stretches from the 
old Lake Iroquois shoreline in the vicinity of St. Clair Avenue to the present day Lake Ontario.  Between the two shorelines 
the bed of Lake Iroquois is a slightly sloping plain of clay, silt, sand and till overlaying a base of shale and limestone.  The 
lake built barrier beaches across several waterways including the Don River.  The beaches were noted sources of sand and 
gravel for the early settlers of the area.” 

For thousands of years Ontario was home to Indigenous peoples.  In the latter part of the 1600s, the Anishinaabe who 
occupied, controlled and exercised stewardship over approximately 3.9 million acres of land and water in Southern 
Ontario, migrated from the Upper Great Lakes into Southern Ontario, traveling south from Lake Simcoe along the Holland 
and Humber rivers along a route known as the Toronto Carrying Place (the name “Toronto” is derived from the Indigenous 
word for meeting-place).  Settling in Toronto, these people are known as the Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation. The 
Mississaugas laden with goods such as furs, dried fish, copper and tobacco, traversed the trail, an arduous portage through 
dense forest of towering trees and rough terrain, through the swampy and wooded banks of the Humber River, impeded 
by fallen timber and beaver dams.   

To navigate the numerous rivers and lakes, the Mississaugas built lightweight canoes from birch bark sheets stitched 
together and fastened to a wooden frame fashioned from split, peeled and soaked white spruce roots.  The canoe seams 
were waterproofed with a coating of heated spruce gum and grease.      

Learn about the history and culture of the Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation on their website mncfn.ca  
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In 1787, needing land for military purposes or for settlement, the British Government purchased Toronto from the 
Mississaugas for £1,700 in money and goods, that included brass kettles, mirrors, 5 boxes of guns, 200 pounds of tobacco 
and 96 gallons of rum.  This purchase was later deemed invalid and, in 1805, a second Toronto Purchase agreement (Treaty 
13) was entered into that exchanged 250,880 acres of prime southern Ontario land including Central Toronto for the sum 
of 10 shillings (about $31).  In 1984, the Supreme Court of Canada ruled the Crown had not ensured a reasonable price 
was paid for the lands.  In 2010, the Mississaugas accepted a historic $145 million land claims settlement. 

In the summer of 1793, Lieutenant-Colonel John Graves Simcoe, the first lieutenant-governor of Upper Canada (Ontario) 
founded Toronto, and named it York. Simcoe proceeded with the construction of Fort York; laid out the town site two 
kilometers east of the fort, bounded on the west by George Street, on the east by Ontario Street, on the north by Duchess 
Street (now Richmond), and to the south by Palace Street (now Front), a total of 10 blocks; built a sawmill on the Humber 
River north of present day Bloor Street; and enticed British settlers with large grants of free land to create an agricultural 
economy.   Settlers with land fronting Yonge Street were required to clear and maintain the road alongside their property.  
In 1796, 400 settlers were spread between the town of York and surrounding countryside, with less than 200 garrisoned 
at Fort York.   

A glimpse into the beginnings of Toronto’s oldest roads leading to and from Bloor Street East 
The earliest roads were simple dirt tracks.  The first improvement was the “corduroy” road – rows of cut logs.  Travellers 
and settlers described the dreadful conditions of the corduroy roads as crudely built, irregularly levelled or drained and 
often pitted with holes.  These rudimentary roads resulted in bone-rattling, wheel-destroying journeys, and horses shying 
from fear of breaking their legs.  By the 1850s plank roads became readily available with the opening of timber mills to 
split and saw the lumber into uniform planks, but due to lack of maintenance the planks quickly degraded, and were 
replaced with macadam roads made with small broken stones. 

Yonge Street – In 1794, Simcoe embarked on the building of a military and settlement road “a rudimentary Bush Road”  
up Yonge Street following the route of the Toronto Carrying Place Trail. 

Until Yonge Street was properly paved and traversable in all weathers, travellers detoured to avoid the Blue Hill’s  deeply 
rutted winding wagon tracks.  Located near present day Rosedale subway station, the Blue Hill was a huge clay and sand 
deposit left by the ancient Lake Iroquois, used by local brickyards between the 1840s to the 1880s to produce Yorkville’s 
famous yellowish-white brick, seen today at the Yorkville Fire Hall, St. Michael’s Cathedral, and St. James Cathedral.  
Southbound travellers turned off the Yonge Street route at the original location of Davenport Road, now Severn Street, 
and followed it to Parliament Street.  Northbound travellers on Yonge Street detoured to meet the Davenport route by 
means of Park Road.  

In 1828, the first horse-drawn stage coach ran up Yonge Street from the Red Lion Inn to Holland Landing.   *Public 
transportation was established in 1849 with horse-drawn omnibuses running between the Red Lion Inn and the St. 
Lawrence Market.    

* Heritage Toronto plaque “Public Transit in Yorkville” Installed in the Village of Yorkville Park. 

 



3 
 

 
H. Burt Williams Omnibus in front of the Red Lion Inn circa 1914 

 

In 1833, a stretch of Yonge Street was macadamized by a form of paving made with small broken stone, financed by road 
tolls.   Davenport Road with a plank roadway was a selected toll road with 5 toll booths.  #1 toll booth situated at the 
northeast corner of Yonge & Bloor served as a jail during the 1837 Rebellion. 
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Toll Booth #1 

 

Responding to the 1837 Rebellion led by William Lyon MacKenzie, blockhouses were constructed to protect entry points 
into the Town of York. Built in 1838, the Yonge Blockhouse was one of many constructed.   Built of logs on the edge of the 
Blue Hill, the Blockhouse provided clear views up Yonge Street and along the Rosedale Ravine.   

The Red Lion Inn, built in 1808 by Daniel Tiers, strategically located on the east of side of Yonge Street, north of Bloor, 
above the toll-gate, was an essential transit route for farmers from districts north of the city journeying to market in the 
downtown core. The wooden-frame building boasted a 100-foot frontage on Yonge with a water trough, a drive-shed and 
stable for horses in the rear.  Inside was a bar-room with a fireplace, and a ballroom on the second floor with its’ own 
fireplace.  The Inn also served as a waypoint for winter sleighing parties, and the ballroom with its 18-foot arched ceiling 
was filled with lively social events.  
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Red Lion Inn 1885 

The earliest hotels, at best, provided a place to buy an alcoholic beverage, perhaps a meal, and a spot to sleep.  To 
accommodate settlers en route to their grant of land, hotels were spaced a mile and a quarter apart up Yonge Street, 
serving as stagecoach stops, mail depots, dispensers of information and the latest gossip.  Typically, the ground floor 
consisted of a bar, which may or may not serve food, a fireplace, and quarters for the proprietor and his family.  The 
second floor called a ‘ballroom’ was a large open space used for meetings, and served as sleeping quarters for travellers.  
Beds were scarce and travellers slept on the bare floor in the company of total strangers.  

Hotels became the hub of the community and used as municipal centres, courts, government offices, post offices and 
even banks.  The largest hotels dispensed alcohol, and the smallest were temperance houses. The significance of the Red 
Lion Inn resides in its service to the early Yorkville community, used as a public building and polling station during elections, 
the scene of court sessions and town meetings. Within these walls, the incorporation of the Village of Yorkville was 
discussed; and plans were drawn up for the first non-denominational cemetery on the northwest corner of Yonge and 
Bloor, *Potter’s Field opened in 1826.  The southwest corner of Yonge and Bloor was the site of an ancient indigenous 
burial ground, Sandhill, destroyed in the late 1800s for construction of two and three storey commercial buildings.  A 
Provincial by-election was held in 1832 at the Red Lion Inn for William Lyon MacKenzie after his expulsion from the 
Legislature in 1831 over accusations of printing a false and scandalous article in his newspaper.  MacKenzie won by a 
landslide, while his sole opponent garnered one vote. Political issues were a hot topic among the locals.   It is said the Inn 
was a meeting place where MacKenzie plotted the 1837 Rebellion. 

*“Potter’s Field of Muddy York” plaque mounted on east wall of 2 Bloor Street West. 

Early settlers buried their dead in churchyards and in cemeteries set aside on their farms.  Potter’s Field also known as the 
Stranger’s Burial Ground, and York General Burying Ground, was established to bury paupers, indigents and travellers.  
Nearly 7,000 were interred in what was a fenced field with a decorated entrance, and a small mortuary.  Closed in 1855, 
the remains of 984 were relocated to the *Necropolis site on the west slope of the Don Valley south of Castle Frank Brook, 
and others to Mount Pleasant Cemetery in 1876. 
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*The Cabbagetown Preservation Association plaque “THE EARLY SETTLERS - The remains of 984 early settlers of the Town 
of York were removed from Potter’s Field and re-interred in the Necropolis in a section designated ‘The Resting Place of 
Pioneers’.”   

Yonge Street is reputedly the longest street in the world, 1,896 km (1,178 miles), stretching from the Lake Shore to Rainy 
River at the Ontario/Minnesota border, named by Simcoe for his friend, Sir George Yonge, an expert on ancient roman 
roads.   In 1927, “The Construction of Yonge Street” was designated an Event of National Historic Significance.    

 
Circa 1910 courtesy of Chuckman Toronto Nostalgia 

Bloor Street formerly known as First Concession Road was renamed Bloor Street in honour of Joseph Bloore, owner of the 
land in the Bloor-Yorkville area.  Innkeeper, brewer and land speculator, he built a brewery in the Rosedale Valley Ravine.  
Yorkville’s beer and bricks industries flourished, and in 1836 he and fellow landowner William Botsford Jarvis, sheriff, 
politician, land speculator and entrepreneur who named his estate Rosedale, laid out the *Village of Yorkville with lots for 
residential and commercial properties.    A Heritage Toronto plaque, installed at 117 Bloor Street East, commemorates 
Bloore’s achievements. 

*Heritage Toronto plaques “Yorkville Town Hall” and “Village of Yorkville” installed in front of Town Hall Square on 
Yorkville Avenue. 

Three churches were built on Bloor Street East.   

St. Andrew’s United Church, 117 Bloor Street East, built in 1878 combined five downtown Toronto congregations.  The 
church originated from St. Andrew’s Church, founded in 1830 as the first Church of Scotland (located at the corner of 
Church & Adelaide).  The church burned down in 1920, and the second church was demolished in 1981, replaced with a 
modernist building set back in the St. Andrew’s Square courtyard.  An *arch of the second church marks the entry to a 
pedestrian gateway. 
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 *McGill Street Arch installed at Yonge & McGill Streets. 

St. Paul’s Bloor Street, 227 Bloor Street East.  In 1842 a “little church up Yonge Street” constructed of wood measuring 30 
by 40 feet, opened its doors.  A stone church replaced the little church in 1860 to accommodate the growing community, 
and a bigger church designed by E. J. Lennox opened in 1913. 

In 1910, St. Paul’s became the regimental church for the Queen’s Own Rifles, a regiment of the Canadian Armed Forces.  
During World War I, more than 500 men enlisted. The war memorial Cross of Sacrifice is dedicated to members of the 
Queen’s Own Rifles who perished on the battlefield. 

 
St. Paul’s Church 1895 

Church of St. Peter and St. Simon-the-Apostle, 525 Bloor Street East.  In 1884, St. Simon’s church started as a mission of 
St. James Cathedral to serve Torontonians living in the north-east part of the city.   In 1888, an Arts-and-Crafts style half-
timbered Elizabethan chapel, St. Simon-the-Apostle church, opened for services.  Over the years, the chapel was rebuilt 
and expanded.  St. Peter’s Church at Carlton & Bleeker opened in 1866, and during the late 1880s was a refuge for the 
*Underground Railroad.  In 2016, the Church of St. Peter and St. Simon-the-Apostle was established as a new parish. 

*Heritage Toronto plaque Underground Railroad Tavern – Soul Food Restaurant, opened in 1969, then moved to King 
Street East in 1973, will be installed close to 388 Bloor Street East, former site of the restaurant. 

Another early church was the Bloor Street Baptist Church (1882-1926) designed by E. J. Lennox, situated at the southeast 
corner of Bloor and Bay.  This church replaced a small chapel, the Yorkville Baptist Church, built in 1870 on Scollard Street. 
The congregation outgrew the Bloor Street Baptist Church, and a new church, Yorkminster Park Baptist Church, built on 
Yonge Street, north of St. Clair Avenue, opened in 1928. 
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Edward James Lennox (1854-1933) was a pre-eminent interpreter of Richardsonian-Romanesque architecture.  He 
designed over 70 buildings in the City of Toronto, and two of the finest examples of his clever unconventional approach 
to architecture are Toronto’s Old City Hall and Casa Loma.   

Holland Bloorview Kids Rehabilitation Hospital, 152 Bloor Street East.  A group of 22 women gathered for tea to plan a 
facility dedicated to the care of children with chronic illness and physical disability.  Eighteen of these women were 
founding members of The Hospital for Sick Children (opened in 1875).  Months later, in December 1899, the Ladies 
Committee had secured rent free premises at 138 Avenue Road, and with public contributions and donations of furniture, 
opened its doors to accommodate 15 children at their Home For Incurable Children.  In 1907, a larger property was 
purchased at 152 Bloor Street East accommodating 26 children over the next 68 years before moving to Shepherd Avenue. 

The Manufacturers Life Insurance Company was founded in 1887 by the Gooderham family, offering two insurance 
products and insuring 915 lives that year.  The company expanded globally becoming a leading international financial 
services provider. In 1926 the company moved to 200 Bloor Street East, a magnificent neo-classical Georgian style building 
extended with a 12-storey rear addition in 1953 in the same architectural style and, in 1968, a three-dimensional concrete 
module late-modern gold color reflective glass tower.  This stately columned building with its immaculately manicured 
lawns, flowerbeds that contain butterfly and bee friendly plants, an Indigenous garden tended by the Ministry of 
Indigenous Affairs, beehives and green roofs, takes pride of place on Bloor Street East.  Passersby, condo dwellers and 
tourists are encouraged to walk on the lawn. 
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Manufacturers Life Building circa 1929 courtesy Peake & Whittingham/Library and Archives Canada 

 

Confederation Life Insurance Company, 321 Bloor Street East (now 333 Bloor Street East owned by Rogers 
Communications), a major Canadian insurance company and financial services provider, founded in 1871 by John Kay 
MacDonald and from 1871 to 1968 was led by a member of the MacDonald family.  The company was forced into 
liquidation in 1994. 

Crown Life Insurance Company, founded in 1900, offered life insurance, health insurance and pension programs.  In 1953, 
the company moved to 120 Bloor Street East, a modern classical 7-storey building.  Crown Life was acquired by Canada 
Life in 1999. 

Dominion Bank Branch (forerunner to the Toronto Dominion Bank and TD Canada Trust), 420 Bloor Street East, built in 
1912, was designed by John M. Lyle, and together with the cultural heritage value associated with Lyle and the heritage 
attributes of the Edwardian Classicism architecture, was designated under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act in 2006.  
Between 1911 and 1937, Lyle designed many Dominion Bank branches using the Bloor and Sherbourne branch design as 
a template. 

 
The Dominion Bank courtesy of Bob Krawczyk 

John MacIntosh Lyle (1872-1945), one of the most influential architects in the first half of the 20th century, trained as an 
architect at Yale University and the Ecole des Beaux-Arts in Paris, was described as a Beaux-Arts-classicist who strove to 
develop his vision of a uniquely Canadian architectural style by incorporating traditional designs from the French and 
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English colonial periods, a variety of materials including stone, metal, plaster, fresco, glass, and motifs inspired by the 
Group of Seven.  John Lyle is renowned for The Royal Alexandra Theatre (named after Queen Alexandra, consort of the 
United Kingdom’s King Edward VII, great grand-mother of Elizabeth II), was granted Letters Patent by the monarch that 
entitled the theatre to the royal designation.  The Beaux-Arts classicism “Edwardian Jewel-Box” opened its doors in 1907, 
and was North America’s first air-conditioned theatre with ice blocks placed in huge pits under the floor.  In 1987 the 
theatre was named a National Historic Monument. 

John Lyle’s greatest achievement, in collaboration with a team of Montreal architects and a CPR architect, was the classical 
beaux-arts Union Station, commissioned by the Canadian Pacific Railway and Grand Trunk Railway.  Opened in 1927, the 
opulent station is the largest of the urban train stations built during the early 20th century.  The exterior walls of the 
building are Indiana and Queenston limestone.  Each of the 22 limestone columns weighs 75 tons and 40 feet high.  Equally 
impressive is the shape of the ceiling echoed in the 4 storey, barrel-vaulted windows on the east and west sides of the 
building, the interior walls built with stone from Missouri and the floors from Tennessee marble, laid in a herringbone 
style.  In 1975, Parks Canada designated Union Station a National Historic Site. 

The John Lyle Studio, built in 1920, was the atelier for his architectural firm.  Today all that remains of his handsome 
building is a fragment of the façade incongruously pasted onto the One Bedford courtyard. 

The grounds of 300 Bloor Street East Bellagio condominium building was the site of a spacious house owned by Gerhard 
Heintzman (1845-1926).  His great grandson describes “The house was named ‘Tanenheim’ (Firhome) and the estate 
reached down to the bottom of the ravine and there were extensive gardens and even a cornfield down the slope.”  Gerhard 
Heintzman was the nephew of Theodore Heintzman who, in 1866, established Heintzman and Company, manufacturer 
and retailer of high-quality pianos.  Gerhard Heintzman established The Gerhard Heintzman Co. in 1892, his factory located 
at 63-75 Sherbourne Street, produced seven models of upright pianos, and later introduced a grand piano.   An 
advertisement boasts “One of Canada’s oldest, largest, wealthiest, and most reliable firms of piano dealers says: ‘We stand 
first, last and all the time by the Great and Only Gerhard Heintzman – PIANOS – as embodying the highest type of piano 
perfection.’  Reliable dealers as well as our best musicians, both Professional and amateur, all agree that the Gerard 
Heintzman PIANO is Canada’s Premier Instrument.” 

The Firhome changed ownership in 1921, housing the Lockwood Clinic where it remained for fifty years before moving to 
larger premises on Bay Street.  Major Ambrose L. Lockwood M.D. (1888-circa 1982) served in WWI with the Royal Army 
Medical Corps in France.  He was awarded the Distinguished Service Order for gallantry under fire, the Military Cross for 
gallantry while treating injured soldiers at an advance dressing station, and won the Mona Star for participation in the 
early fighting of 1914.  Dr. Lockwood practised at the prestigious Mayo Clinic in Rochester USA before opening his 
Lockwood Clinic in 1921.  The clinic was described as a unique and multi-faceted diagnostic, testing and related treatment 
facility, run by a dedicated team of physicians and specialists.    

The first horse-drawn streetcar service on Bloor Street commenced in 1890, and ran between Sherbourne and Dufferin 
Streets.  In 1894, electric streetcars further extended the route to Lansdowne Avenue.  With the completion of the Prince 
Edward Viaduct in 1918, the bus route extended east to Broadview Avenue. 
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Bloor Street Viaduct Map of Route 1918 

The Prince Edward Viaduct or the Bloor Street Viaduct spanning the Don River Valley opened in 1919, connecting Bloor 
Street with Danforth Avenue.   Due to the irregular terrain construction occurred in 3 sections. The Don Section including 
the bridge over the Don Valley River; the Rosedale Section including the bridge over the Rosedale Ravine between the 
north end of Parliament Street and the western terminus of the Don Section; and the Bloor Section built on an 
embankment along the edge of the Rosedale Ravine between Sherbourne Street and Parliament Street.  The bridge with 
an upper level carries 5 lanes of traffic, with a lower level for underground streetcars.  Years later, in 1966, the Bloor-
Danforth subway line opened. 

Church Street was named for the site of the first church, St. James Church in the town of York. Three churches were built 
at the south end. 

The first Anglican service was established in 1793 and services were held in the town of York’s government buildings until 
1807, when St. James Church was built.  In 1818 a bell tower was added and used as the town’s *fire bell.  The wood 
church was torn down and replaced with a neo-classical style stone church in 1833 and became a cathedral in 1839.  
Destroyed in an 1849 fire, the Cathedral Church of St. James was replaced with a gothic revival style stone building in 
1853.  

*Heritage Toronto plaque “Early Firefighting in Toronto” installed at the Yorkville Fire Hall. 

St. Paul’s Church built in 1822 was the first Roman Catholic parish church in the town of York, replaced with the gothic-
revival style St. Michael’s Cathedral in 1847,  and during that year ministered to the influx of sick and dying Irish Potato 
Famine immigrants stricken with typhus.      

The Metropolitan United Church began in 1818 as a small chapel and gradually evolved into the neo-gothic style 
Metropolitan Wesleyan Methodist Church.  In 1925, the Methodists, Congregationalists, and most Presbyterian churches 
merged to become the Metropolitan United Church.  

 At the southwest corner of Church & Bloor stands The Salvation Army Grace Health Centre.  In 1909, The Salvation Army 
purchased the house at 133 Bloor Street East, built by Joseph Bloore, and opened the Bloor Street Women’s Hospital that 
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provided obstetrical services to unwed women.  A new building was constructed in 1959, and the site of the house is now 
their parking lot.    

The Traders Building at 625 Church Street sits on the site of land granted to John McGill (1752-1834).  A military officer 
and public official, McGill was entitled to, and was granted 7,509 acres of land in York Township. In 1920, The Traders 
Finance Corporation Ltd. was established in Winnipeg, providing financing to manufacturers and dealers in farm 
equipment and automobiles.  The Traders Building, constructed in 1956, is a 6 storey plus penthouse Neo-Georgian 
architectural style building and is historically linked with the Confederation Life Insurance Company, Crown Life Insurance 
Company and The Manufacturers Life Insurance Company, all part of the corporate office buildings, many designed by 
Marani & Morris, built in the Church and Bloor neighbourhood during the pre-and post-World War II period. The building 
is designated under Part IV, Section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act. 

 
The Traders Building Courtesy of Bob Krawczyk 

By the end of the 19th century, Church Street and the adjacent side streets were filled with a residential mix of row, semi-
detached, and detached houses for the growing middle class. 

Public transit horse-drawn streetcars that operated from Union Station via east on Front and north on Church to Bloor, 
were replaced in 1892 by the first electric streetcar, an 18 feet long wooden car with open platforms, running from St. 
Lawrence Market to Rosedale along Church Street.   
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St. Lawrence Market 1848 original building destroyed in The Great Fire of 1904 

Jarvis Street is named after the Jarvis family.   William Jarvis (1756-1817), a cousin of William Botsford Jarvis, arrived in 
Canada in 1792 as a member of the Simcoe entourage, and that same year was granted land between Queen and Bloor 
upon his appointment as the first Secretary and Registrar of Upper Canada.  In 1817, his son Samuel Jarvis (1792-1857) 
was acquitted of murder for shooting John Ridout, son of Upper Canada’s Surveyor General, Thomas Ridout, in a duel.  
Appointed Chief Superintendent of Indian Affairs for Upper Canada in 1837, he was forced into retirement in 1845 for 
incompetence and possible dishonesty when he was unable to account for a large sum of the Department’s finances.  To 
repay the missing monies, he divided the land inherited from his father into lots for residential development with a street 
through the tract named Jarvis Street. 

 The Massey (designed by E. J. Lennox) and Gooderham houses are characteristic of the grand mansions that established 
Jarvis Street, with its wide leafy boulevards, as a desirable neighbourhood for the city’s elite at the upper end of the street, 
and working class housing clustered at the south end.  
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The Massey Mansion courtesy of Chuckman Toronto Nostalgia 

The land between Yonge-Jarvis-Maitland-Carlton was the once the estate of Alexander Wood, a merchant who, in 1800, 
was appointed a magistrate for Upper Canada.    Wood is known as the forefather of Toronto’s modern gay community.   

In 1803, the municipal land north of Front, east of Church, south of King and west of Jarvis was proclaimed Market Block, 
and the site of today’s St. Lawrence Market. 

Sherbourne Street was also home to Toronto’s wealthy, its mansions rivalling those on Jarvis Street.  Like Jarvis Street, 
the affluent lived at the upper end and the working class at the lower end. The Polson Iron Works, at the foot of 
Sherbourne Street, is remembered for building the “Trillium” ferry boat, a steam-powered, side-wheeler paddle boat, 
launched in 1910, carrying visitors to and from the Toronto Islands.  A Heritage Toronto plaque “Trillium Ferry” is installed 
at the Ferry Terminal. 

C. H. Gooderham House, 592 Sherbourne Street, a Queen Anne Revival style mansion, representing the exuberant 
architecture of the late Victorian era, was built in 1884 for Charles Gooderham, the youngest son of William Gooderham 
(co-founder of Gooderham & Worts Distillery).  Founded in 1903, Branksome Hall, a prestigious school for girls, relocated 
here from rented premises at 102 Bloor Street East. Two years later, in 1912, the house was converted to the Selby Hotel.  
Established as a private hotel that first catered to a female clientele in the decades before and after World War II (when 
it accommodated Canadian and other Allied officers), the Selby Hotel was a centre of cultural life in the city and became 
famous when Ernest Hemingway, a foreign correspondent with the Toronto Star in the 1920s, called the Selby home 
during his stint in Toronto.  It is rumoured Hemingway penned a part of A Farewell To Arms while living at the Selby.  
Attributed to famous architect David Roberts Jr. who oversaw much of the work at the Gooderham & Worts Distillery, 
designer of the landmark Gooderham Block known as the “Flat Iron Building,” the property has cultural heritage value for 
its visual and historical links to its setting in the Sherbourne Street neighbourhood, and designated under Part IV, Section 
29 of the Ontario Act in 1989 & 2015. 
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Courtesy of  Chuckman Toronto Nostalgia 

The James Cooper House built in 1881 at 582 Sherbourne Street made Canadian history in 2008 when the house, the 
heaviest residential structural relocation, moved several feet from its original location.  The Heritage Toronto plaque reads 
“Designed in the Second Empire style, this landmark building features a mansard roof with dormers and rich detailing in 
stone and wood.  From its completion until 1894, it was the private residence of James Cooper, a partner in the prominent 
footwear manufacturing firm, Cooper & Smith.  In 1910, the home was acquired by the Toronto Council of the Knights of 
Columbus, a Roman Catholic fraternal and mutual aid organization that remained here for the next 95 years.  The house 
was then moved forward and incorporated by Tridel Group into a residential tower, completed in 2010.” 

Named Sherbourne Street by Samuel Smith Ridout (1778-1855), office holder, merchant and militia officer, the eldest son 
of Thomas Ridout, and brother of John Ridout killed in a duel by Samuel Jarvis.  Sherbourne is a town in Dorset, England, 
birthplace of the Ridout family. 

After Yonge Street, Sherbourne Street was the first major north-south street to reach north towards Bloor.  In 1883, public 
transit by horse-drawn streetcars operated from King & Sherbourne up to Bloor, replaced in 1891 by the Belt Line streetcar 
that operated on a continuous loop around King, Sherbourne, Bloor and Spadina, and shortly after replaced by electric 
streetcars. 
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The 1838 *Sherbourne Blockhouse, located at the top edge of the Rosedale Ravine, overlooked the Castle Frank Brook, 
often referred to as Brewery Creek or Severn Creek.  

 

* Heritage Toronto plaque “Sherbourne Blockhouse” installed on the northeast corner of Bloor & Sherbourne. 

Glen Road Pedestrian Bridge 
The Glen Road Pedestrian Bridge built in 1973 with a steel frame and timber deck was included in the 2003 South Rosedale 
Heritage Conservation District for its cultural heritage value for design/physical, historical/associative and contextual 
reasons.  The continued use of this bridge and previous bridges over 130 years extending from Bloor Street East in the 
south to Glen Road in the north, passing over the Rosedale Valley, exemplifies the importance of this connection, a 
gateway to the historic Rosedale community.  On the south end of the bridge, under Bloor Street East, a pedestrian tunnel 
links to the TTC Sherbourne station.  Early photographs indicate the first bridge was built prior to 1884, and replaced in 
1927.  
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Bloor Street East, looking east from Sherbourne Street towards Glen Road South Bridge, circa 1916 

 
 

Canadian novelist, Morley Callaghan (1903-1990) who resided at 20 Dale Avenue, took frequent walks across the 
footbridge, and a Toronto Historical Board plaque describes his walks with his wife and dog, Nikki, then with his dog, then 
alone until his death in 1990.  While working part-time for the Toronto Star Weekly he met Ernest Hemingway, who 
became a mentor.  His memoir That Summer in Paris chronicles the summer of 1929 spent in the company of Hemingway, 
F. Scott Fitzgerald, and James Joyce in Paris, the Left Bank of the Seine River, the popular gathering place for the American 
literati, including Ezra Pound and Gertrude Stein.  In 1951, Callaghan won a Governor-General’s Award for The Loved and 
the Lost, and presented with the Order of Canada in 1982. 
 
North St. James Town 
Bounded by Bloor Street to the north, Wellesley Street to the south, Jarvis Street to the west, and Parliament Street to 
the east, this area was filled with 19th century middle class Victorian houses.  Rezoned in the 1950s, the houses were 
demolished to make way for the St. James Town development, a mini-city of 19 hi-rise and 4 low-rise buildings, with each 
tower surrounded by green spaces.  The most densely populated community in Canada, home to thousands of multi-
cultural and multi-ethnic people in some 7,000 units, facilities includes a library, a multi-service community centre, and a 
satellite location of the Cabbagetown Youth Centre.   
 
Parliament Street originated as a trail for Lieutenant-Governor Simcoe to commute from his official residence, 
Government House, located at King & Simcoe, to his Castle Frank summer residence.  The street was named for the Upper 
Canada Parliament building at Front & Parliament.  The original building, opened in 1795, was burned down by invading 
American forces during the War of 1812, and in 1824 an accidental fire caused by an overheated chimney flue burned 
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down the second building.  Today, the Legislative Assembly of Ontario, fondly called the “Pink Palace,” sits regally in the 
Queen’s Park Precinct. 

 
Upper Canada Parliament Building 1797-1813 

Designated a National Historic Site in 1988, running south-east off Parliament Street, situated on 13 acres of land at the 
intersection of Trinity & Mill Streets, is the imposing Gooderham and Worts Distillery, Canada’s largest distilling firm.   The 
massive complex of 30 buildings built between 1859 and 1927 houses a stone distillery, a brick malthouse, kilns, 
warehouses, shops and offices to produce, package, store, market and develop spirits.    

In 1874, the Sherbourne street horse-drawn streetcars stopped at Parliament & Carlton and further north Parliament & 
Winchester.  By 1910, streetcars rumbled along from the bottom of Parliament Street up to Winchester where Parliament 
Street ended at the Rosedale Ravine. 

 St. James Cemetery and Crematorium, the oldest continually operating cemetery in Toronto, opened in 1844 on a large 
plot overlooking the Rosedale Ravine at Parliament & Bloor.  Many of Toronto’s founding families are buried here. 

Davenport Road 
Last but not least, while outside of the BENA purview, but close by, lies Davenport Road the oldest road in Canada.  When 
the waters receded from glacial Lake Iroquois 13,500 years ago, Indigenous peoples created a trail that wound along the 
base of the escarpment from the Humber to the Don Rivers travelling on foot, by snowshoe and dogsled. French explorers, 
mapmakers and fur traders used the same modes of travel along the trail in the 1600s.  With the establishment of the 
town of York in 1793, the trail became the foundation for a settler road widened and planked to accommodate horses 
and wagons. 

Three Heritage Toronto plaques narrating the Davenport Ancient Trail, Rural Road and Urban Street are installed in the 
Frank Stollery Parkette. 

The sole surviving Toll booth #3 located at Davenport and Bathurst was restored and today operates as a museum. 
www.tollkeeperscottage.ca  

http://www.tollkeeperscottage.ca/
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1851 tolls 
For a vehicle drawn by two-horses: six pence 
Each additional horse or beast: two pence 
Vehicle drawn by one horse:  three pence 
Horse Ass or Mule:  two pence 
Score of Cattle: one pence 
Score of Sheep: one pence  
 
Castle Frank 
Lieutenant-Governor Simcoe secured 200 acres of free land, including the ridge on the west bank of the Don River, and 
built a clapboarded log summer cottage on the ridge, named for his son, Frank.  Elizabeth Simcoe, wife of Lieutenant-
Governor Simcoe, described the log house as “built on the plan of a Grecian Temple”, albeit the temple walls and columns 
were fashioned from pine. To connect Castle Frank with the town of York, a snaking path was cut up the side of the ridge 
through the thick forest, later integrated into Parliament Street.   

 
Castle Frank sketch by Elizabeth Simcoe 1796 
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In March 1796, Elizabeth Simcoe, wrote “Walked to C. Frank & returned by Yonge Street from whence we rode.  The road 
is as yet very bad, there are pools of water among roots of trees, & fallen logs and swampy spots, & these pools being half 
frozen render them more disagreeable when the horses plunge into them.” 

Elizabeth, an accomplished artist, chronicled her travels with sketches and watercolours, and recorded daily life in her 
diaries.  Her 1790s diaries list transactions of salmon, pike, geese, ducks and maple sugar from barter sales with the 
Mississaugas. 

 
Don Valley sketch by Elizabeth Simcoe 1796 

The Castle Frank Brook, also known as Brewery Creek or Severn Creek, a tributary of the Don River flowed through the 
Rosedale Ravine into the Don River.     

In 1830, Joseph Bloore built a brewery, 60 by 100 feet, in the Rosedale Valley Ravine, between Mount Pleasant Road and 
Sherbourne Street on the south side of Castle Frank Brook.  Bloore dammed the brook creating a large pond and a sluice 
to channel water into his brewery.   The pond was a popular skating rink in the winter and a welcome swimming hole in 
the summer.  Unfortunately, the narrow brook prevented the downstream shipment of his beer, so kegs were transported 
by land on wagons hauling the load over the steep ravine slopes to Sherbourne Street.   
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Joseph Bloor Brewery 

Bloore’s major competitor was the Yorkville Brewery, renamed Severn Brewery.  Around 1830, John Baxter built an 
impressive stone and brick brewery at the northeast corner of Yonge & Davenport. Measuring 40 by 200 feet, the 4 storey 
brewery connected to the 3 storey malt house by rail.  John Severn purchased the property in 1835 and implemented 
improvements by constructing a wooden pipeline to draw water from a nearby small tributary of Castle Frank Brook, 
referred to as Severn Creek and, in 1867, installed a 15 horsepower steam engine that increased his weekly production of 
ale and porter to around 7,000 gallons, delivered in wooden barrels to the many taverns and inns by his horse-drawn 
wagons. 
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The earliest brewery dates back to 1800 ostensibly to provide beer for soldiers garrisoned at Fort York, whose pay included 
a daily allowance of 6 pints. 

John Severn became a long serving politician on the first Village of Yorkville Council in 1853, re-elected to 1867, then 
serving as reeve from 1868 to 1877.  The beer barrel with the letter “S” on the Yorkville Coat of Arms, mounted on the 
Yorkville Fire Hall wall, honours his unstinting service to the Yorkville community. 

Art & Culture 
The Group of Seven 
The Studio Building at 25 Severn Street, on the edge of the Rosedale Ravine, was built in 1914 as an artists’ studio for 
Lawren Harris and his artist friends (J.E.H MacDonald, Arthur Lismer, F.H. Farley, Frank Carmichael, A.Y. Jackson and Frank 
Johnston); known worldwide as the Group of Seven.  Tom Thomson shared a room in the Studio Building before settling 
into his own modest studio in a shack behind it.  Today, the little shack together with Thomson’s original easel and two of 
his palettes are on display in the McMichael Canadian Art Collection grounds in Kleinburg.  In 2004, the Studio Building 
was designated a National Historic Site of Canada. 
 
The Group explored their art through the Canadian landscape, presenting the rugged wilderness regions and dense 
northern boreal forest of the Canadian Shield in their distinctive style with bright and bold use of paint and colour, and 
dynamic yet simple forms, symbolizing Canada’s identity of strength and independence.  The McMichael gallery houses 
the largest collection of the Group of Seven’s works and that of Tom Thomson, and the AGO exhibits many Lawren Harris 
works. 
 
Boris Volkoff “the Father of Canadian Ballet” (1900-1974) 
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Russian born *Boris Volkoff “the father of Canadian Ballet” trained at the Bolshoi Ballet in Moscow. He arrived in Toronto 
in 1929 and was choreographer and ballet master at His Majesty’s Theatre, 780 Yonge Street.  In 1930, he opened a dance 
studio at 771 Yonge Street, a building constructed in 1872 as a hotel. In 1934, he began choreographing shows for the 
Toronto Skating Club, building an international reputation for his ice-ballets.  Boris Volkoff taught numerous dancers and 
created works for them.  His dance group performed at an event preceding the 1936 Berlin, Germany Summer Olympics, 
which included his student, Janet Baldwin (a descendant of politician, Robert Baldwin) whom he married later that year.   
His troupe, the Volkoff Canadian Ballet and his co-founding the influential Canadian Ballet Festival, paved the way for the 
formation of The National Ballet of Canada in 1951.  He was appointed a Member of the Order of Canada in 1973 for “his 
pioneer work in the field of ballet”.   Noted Toronto historian, Jane Beecroft, whose research is included in this heritage 
website, was a Volkoff student, as was her mother, actress Eleanor Beecroft. 

*Heritage Toronto plaque “Boris Volkoff 1900-1974” installed at 771 Yonge Street. 

Mazo de la Roche, author and playwright (1879-1961) 
During the late 1910s through early-1920s, Mazo de la Roche and her lifelong companion, cousin Caroline Clement, resided 
at 89 Collier Street.  A best-selling author, Mazo de la Roche won the Atlantic Monthly award for fiction in 1927 for her 
novel Jalna.  A prolific writer, she captivated her readers with this novel and 15 sequels depicting the 100-year history of 
the Whiteoak Family, filled with intrigues, loyalties and sexual exploits.   Her works includes 23 novels, more than 50 short 
stories, 13 plays, and her autobiography Ringing The Changes (1957).  At the time of her death it was reported the Jalna 
saga had sold 11 million copies in 193 English and 92 foreign editions.  In 1976, the Historic Sites and Monuments Board 
of Canada recognized Mazo de la Roche as a national historic person. A public school and YMCA child care centre in 
Newmarket are named Mazo de la Roche.  Robertson Davis said “The creation of the Jalna books is the most single feat 
of literary invention in the brief history of Canada’s literature”.  A 2012 National Film Board documentary The Mystery of 
Mazo de la Roche explores her unusual family life and how her relationship with Caroline Clement influenced the growth 
of the Jalna saga.  
 
Joseph Shaw founder of George Brown Theatre School (1921-2008) 
A member of the local artistic community of artists, authors and musicians who resided on Glen Road, Joseph Shaw was 
an award winning graduate of a famous London, England acting school, who travelled with various repertoire companies 
throughout Britain before moving to St. John’s Newfoundland in 1954 at the invitation of the London Theatre Company, 
and then to Toronto in 1962 to act and direct at the Crest Theatre.  That same year Shaw began a 24 season run at the 
Stratford Festival, playing numerous roles including Duncan in “Macbeth”, Caesar in “Julius Caesar”, Pedant in “The Taming 
of the Shrew”, and parts in “All’s Well That Ends Well”, “As You Like It”, “The Miser”, and “Richard II”.  He appeared at the 
Shaw Festival in Noel Coward’s sold-out “Blithe Spirit”. Described by his students as a flamboyant figure in hip-hugging 
bell bottoms, love beads and a shiny white belt, Shaw was an esteemed mentor to young actors grappling with the many 
nuances of Shakespeare’s works.  Joseph Shaw’s legacy is his founding of the George Brown Theatre School in 1975 that 
offered premier theatre training programmes, where he served 10 years as the artistic director. Joseph Shaw’s wife, actor 
Mary Savidge, whom he met at the Glen Road residence also appeared regularly at the Festival.  
 
The Toronto Reference Library, 789 Yonge Street, is the largest public reference library in Canada.  Designed by Raymond 
Moriyama, the library opened in 1977.  The library’s 80 kilometres of shelving houses over 1.6 million items on its open 
shelves.  The library also houses special collections in the TD Gallery and the Marilyn & Charles Baillie Special Collections 
Centre.  Over 2 million items are stored in the Special Collections Centre including the Baldwin Collection of Canadiana 
(primary sources and materials on the history of pre-Confederation Canada); the Arthur Conan Doyle collection held in a 
room modelled after the Victorian-style study at 221B Baker Street, home of Doyle’s fictional character Sherlock Holmes; 
and an extensive collection of rare sheet music and programs, manuscripts, photographs, prints and engravings, and stage 
designs. 
 
All Photographs, except where noted, are from the Archives of Ontario and Toronto Public Library Collections 
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