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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
BLOOR STREET EAST NEIGHBOURHOOD ASSOCIATION 

(BENA) 
November 2, 2022, 7:00 P.M. 

 
With no objections noted, Linda Brett presided as Chairperson of the meeting, and welcomed 
all those attending on line.  Linda made note of the fact that the meeting was being recorded so 
as to be placed on the BENA Web Pages in the near future. 
 
A Territorial Acknowledgement of the meeting taking place on Indigenous Land was made, 
following which, members of the current executive were introduced.  The meeting was then 
called to order. 
 
CURRENT BOARD MEMBERS in Attendance 
  President     Linda Brett    

Treasurer     Mara Epstein  
Secretary     William Rankin  
Member-at-large    Michiel Bagchus  

  
MEMBERS AND REPRESENTATIVES ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: 

Alaric da Cunha    365 Bloor Street East 
Anna Caputo    388 Bloor Street East 
Caroline Bucksbaum   99 Hayden Street 
John Burt     300 Bloor Street East (Ex-Officio) 
Rev. Neil Young    St. Andrew’s United Church 
Paul Wong     Individual 
Ron and Sandra Jordan   360 Bloor Street East 
Lyndsey Crymble    35 Hayden Street East 
David Winterton    409 Bloor St E 
Walker Young    Individual Member 
Paul Wong     Individual Member 

   

DECLARATION OF SERVICE OF NOTICE and CALL TO ORDER 
 

Bill Rankin (Secretary) declared that a quorum (6 minimum) was present, and that proper 
notice for this meeting was given by email as required in the corporate bylaws.  Fifteen of 
twenty members were noted as registered and in attendance.  The meeting was duly called to 
order at 7:02 p.m. 
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MINUTES OF THE LAST ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING from November 9, 2021 
 

The president requested two motions – the first to waive the reading of the minutes from 
previous year’s AGM and the second to approve the minutes from November 9, 2021.  

 
Motion to waive the reading of the minutes: 
Moved by   Ron Jordan  
Seconded by  Walker Young 
Motion Carried 
 
Motion to approve the Minutes of the November 9, 2021 AGM 
Moved by   Ron Jordan 
Seconded by  Walker Young 
Motion Carried 

 
 

PRESENTATION OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
 

NOTE:  SEE FINANCIAL STATEMENT attached below: 
 Presented by Mara Epstein (Treasurer) 

It was noted (with thanks) that all dues for this year were received on time.  The minimal 
expenses during the year consist mostly of continuing upgrades and changes to the BENA 
Website.  Surplus funds are earmarked for specific and approved ravine and streetscape 
improvement projects, and may also include future “Meet the BENA Executive” events (as 
occurred this past August) to develop additional ties to the community members and other 
organizations of similar nature. 

At the conclusion of the report by the Treasurer, the President offered sincere thanks and 
appreciation to Mara for her outstanding service over the past 7 years, serving as both web-
master and treasurer, and for giving much quality time and dedicated experience to both of 
those endeavours as well as to BENA meetings. 

  

WAIVER OF APPOINTMENT OF AUDITOR 

Motion to waive appointment of Auditors for the fiscal year ended July 31, 2022 
 Moved by  Mara Epstein 
 Seconded by  Lyndsey Crymble 
 Motion Carried. 
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ELECTION OF DIRECTORS 
 
The President turned over the meeting to Ron Jordan to function as Acting Chair.   
 
Ron advised those members present that the corporate charter specifies there is a maximum of 
12 directors allowed, with a minimum requirement of 3 directors.  The following four persons 
have agreed to stand for re-election in three cases and one for first-time election, each of whom 
will take on the position as Director for The Corporation: 
 

Linda Brett 
Sandra Jordan 
William Rankin 
Michiel Bagchus 
 

The question of other nominations for service on the executive was placed before the members, 
to whit Ron then opened nominations from the floor.  As there were no further nominations put 
forward, Ron declared the nominations for position of director closed, and the four named 
candidates acclaimed to the Board of Directors.  
 
It was noted that positions of responsibility for each board member would be determined at a 
separate meeting to occur following both of the Business Section and the following Information 
Meeting of the November 2, 2022 AGM. 
 
Ron then returned the position of chairperson to Linda Brett. 
 
Linda presented an opportunity for members to speak:   

(i) Mr. Aleric da Cunha from the buildings at 365 Bloor Street East spoke about the 
increased vehicular traffic on Bloor Street and made special notice of severe traffic 
conditions on Selby Street (stated as “crazy”), ongoing construction that offers a 
different set of tests, and increased encounters and challenges presented by homeless 
individuals entering or causing damage to the building. 

(ii) The Rev. Walker Young commented how St. Andrews Church continues to “weather 
the storm” of the pandemic, while also coping with renovations to the church building.  
The potential for a return to “a new normal” is in sight as the church plans a trajectory 
towards drawing new individuals. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

The following report was delivered and submitted by the president Linda Brett: 

Bloor Street East Neighbourhood Association (BENA) 
 
Before beginning her report, the president gave notice that two of this evening’s speakers 
(Corinna Prior from City of Toronto Planning and Chris Ostiguy of Rogers Communications) 
were unable to attend due to illness.  Linda then offered congratulations to Kristin Wong-Tam 
and Jessica Bell for being elected to Queens Park.  Jessica would be speaking later in the 
meeting, and it was hoped that Kristen, who was in attendance at this meeting, would be willing 
to speak as well. 
 
Linda also offered congratulations to the two councillors elect in our area, Dianne Saxe and 
Chris Moise who will take office in the new year.  Linda noted that the councillors were not 
invited to this meeting as it was felt to be premature, tiring and difficult for both at this time. 
 
On behalf of BENA, Linda also wished councillor Layton our best wishes as he leaves office 
and wished him well in his future endeavours.  Thanks was also expressed to the key staff 
members of both Ward offices, Eddie LaRusic and Angela Surdi were given our sincere 
appreciation for all of their hard work on our behalf.   
 
Thanks were also conveyed to residents and representatives of all member organizations for 
their attendance and interest in the work of this organization.  There continues to be openings 
for those who may wish to serve as a member of BENA. 
 
Linda then proceeded to the President’s Report, making reference to the following items: 
 

President’s Report  
Fun Activities we completed during this summer and fall:  
• Summer Social (organized by Mara Epstein took place in August at the Bishop and Belcher.  
The purpose for this event was:  

(i) to see each other in person and to give support to a local venue;  
(ii) to say good-bye to previous councillor Kristin Wong-Tam and to Mike Layton 

This event was deemed very successful, and may be repeated in the future. 
 
• Hosted a walk with City Staff and other Associations of the Rosedale Valley Ravine as part 
of participation in the Bloor/Yorkville Local Planning Advisory Group.  One of the people 
participating on this walk was Corinna Prior, who is the city planner assigned to the work 
regarding the application of the re-development at 350 Bloor Street East.  The group spent some 
time walking around that particular territory. 
Other information regarding the 350 Bloor St. E. project will be brought forward later in the 
meeting. 
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Next, Linda suggested her wish to table the Activities and Monitoring Report in order to 
address some of the closed, stagnating, and ongoing issues. For those who wish to review the 
Monitoring Report, it is posted on our website at www.blooreast.org  
 
Where to report and What  
• 311 for information about municipal services such as garbage collection, graffiti or litter and 
snow removal  
 
• 211 for information about community, social and health services if you don’t know where to 
turn with a problem. (Includes those you see in need of support but are not 911 calls)  
 
• Call 911 for threats or harm to a person or property that require police, fire or paramedic 
services  
 
Ongoing Activities – A Sample of the items on the report – please refer to the report for 
full details  
• 311 has revamped its reporting – links with how to report under the new system are on the 
Activities and Monitoring Report.  Certain new methods for successfully making a report to the 
311 system were noted. 
 
• Pedestrian Lighting on Bloor Street from Yonge to Church.  This concern has been spotlighted 
for some time, but no responsible entity is considering addressing this issue.  Our last hope will 
be with the subway upgrades and other applications for redevelopment at 2 Bloor Street East. 
 
• Rosedale Valley Ravine – Multiple and complex issues.  Please refer to the report of the 
ongoing issues of fires, encampments, reportings done, deputations done – these issues will be 
reviewed with the new councillors when they are in place.  Part of the Ravine is in Ward 11, 
and another part is in Ward 13.  Some of the issues are city wide, requiring a concentrated effort 
by all levels of government. 
 
• Bloor/Yorkville Local Planning Advisory Committee – the BENA report contains a link to 
information contained in the actual study and progress to date.  Currently, reports from outside 
consultants are in process where data is reviewed and refined.  Due to recent developments and 
requirements of Bill 23, delays are not expected to affect the workload of the planning 
department. 
 
• Developments  -  Updates were given for the following development applications: 
  625 Church Street – the Traders Building  

A Site Plan and Construction Management Plan will be forthcoming in the New Year 
with the new Councillor in place 
Selby/Huntley/Linden 
Currently before the Ontario Land Tribunal. We’re happy to say that BENA has been 
accepted as a participant in hearing proceedings.  Since the city council is a necessary 
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entity for direction and input into the process, some of the meetings cannot take place 
until after the council resumes in January 2023.  
350 Bloor St. E.  
As the 350 Bloor St. E. application is of particular interest to many attending tonight’s 
meeting, Linda indicated that a tentative date for a public meeting has been set for 
December 12th, from 6:00pm to 7:30pm.  It is hoped that many will attend this meeting to 
express concerns and give input to the process.  BENA has already met with the 
consultants of Rogers and expressed it’s concerns, primarily with shadowing, vehicle 
access, height, and slope of the land itself.  More information can be found on the city’s 
website.  BENA will meet prior to this meeting to sort out additional concerns and 
questions. 

 
• A Heritage Plaque re THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD is now placed in front of 388 
Bloor St. East. 
 
Challenges and Opportunities  
• Determining what of our reports, studies and projects are still active. 
• Council directive to the City Manager to review and determine which should be brought 
forward to the new Council and cancelling the rest.  
 
Examples to carry over:  
 Hayden and Charles streetscape  
 Charles/Ted Rogers Way intersection redesign  
 Bloor Street East redesign  
 Parking Requirements for new builds  
Angela Surdi has been compiling a list of issues which need to be brought forward. 
 
• Bringing our new Councillors up to speed on our local issues and history and ensuring the 
projects and reports above come forward  
 
• Invite our new Councillors on a walk of our footprint (together or separate) some time before 
summer. 
 
Unknowns  
• How the new and proposed legislation regarding development will shape what we do (Bill 23)  
 
• How the new “Strong Mayor” powers will be implemented – three possibilities  

(1) Normal reporting by Staff – Council and/or Committee decision – Mayor override  
(2) Top Down – Mayor directive first  
(3) Combination of the above  
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• The Strong Mayor legislation has the potential to override just about everything a Councillor 
and/or Council as a whole may direct as the Strong Mayor legislation provides our Mayor with 
veto powers over budgets and spending. How does this play out?  
 
Conclusion  
Our City is changing, our governance is changing. Our internal questions are as follows:  
• How, as a Community Association can adapt and if not are we still relevant?  
• Are our current efforts effective for the amount of time and energy put into them?  
• Do we need more alliances both permanent and temporary with other associations and groups 
to have a voice?  
• Our role in Community building?  Should be holding more social events – if so how and how 
to build the manpower to organize?  
 
If you are interested in the challenges of our community going forward, both on the small and 
large issues, please consider joining us for our monthly meetings.  Lend your voice and 
assistance.  Our next meeting is scheduled for the end of November.  Please email us if you 
would like to join us.  info@blooreast.org.   
 
Other ways of helping:  
• Make the 311 reports do not depend on others – copy BENA (info@blooreast.org) and the 
Councillor’s office. Neither us nor they can and or will do this for you.  We are second on the 
escalation chain.  The Councillor’s office cannot respond without your Service Request 
Number.  
 
Linda made her final statement regarding the need for achieving results in areas such as  

(i) trying to clean up the ravine; 
(ii) trying to assist people who live in the streets; 
(iii) trying to deal with increased issues of crime; 
(iv) vandalism 

Most issues will come down to money. 
• Contact the Mayor’s office – he will be the decision maker and controller of the purse strings.  
 
At the conclusion of her report, Linda thanked all participants for attending the meeting, and 
encouraged everyone to review online the current Activities and Monitoring Report, as it 
contains the “log” of what and how concerns are approached. 
 
An opportunity for questions of The President’s report was tendered. 
One question was posed regarding fires in the ravine, and whether 911 ever needed to be called. 
The response was YES, notably by 360, 300 and 278 Bloor St. E. Condominiums. 
 
Following the response to the question, the President thanked all for attending, and proposed the 
business portion of the meeting be terminated. 
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TERMINATION of the BUSINESS MEETING 

TERMINATION 
 Moved by  Walker Young 
 Seconded by  Bill Rankin 
Agreed that there was no further business of The Corporation to transact; the Business 

Meeting was terminated at 7:40p.m.  The INFORMATION Meeting carried on immediately. 
 
INFORMATION MEETING 
An information meeting for all attendees was begun and included the following speakers: 
 
 Jessica Bell   MPP  University Rosedale 
 Kristen Wong-Tam  MPP  Toronto Centre 
 Eli Papaioannou  Transportation Department, City of Toronto 
 
Linda then welcomed and introduced Jessica Bell (NDP Housing Critic) calling upon her to 
speak to the meeting. 
 
Jessica’s thoughts centred around the following two areas of concern: 

1 Bill 23 is a document of 130 pages with effects on: planning act; conservation 
authorities; includes new authority to regulate building construction, municipal 
budgets, and zoning reform. 
It will stimulate the building of new homes, but will have a negative impact on 
municipal budgets, affordability of private rental markets in a negative way, create 
additional urban sprawl which is not sustainable, and will not allow the supporting 
of climate change goals. 
(i) Allows change of rental units to condominiums without a right to return. 
(ii) Lands Tribunal being modified to disallow third parties appealing a 

development; assigned costs if appeal denied. 
(iii) Greater restrictions on heritage restrictions and designations (province can 

override). 
(iv) Gutting conservation authorities recommendations. 
(v) Changes to development charges (reducing and exempting charges that 

funding for municipal services). 
(vi) Gutting inclusionary zoning rules – reducing rules for affordability. 
(vii) Zoning reform to allow 3 units on residential properties (recognized as a 

positive move). 
Jessica stated the intention to work with all MPP colleagues to address affordable housing, 
housing for the homeless, permanent supportive housing, crackdown of real estate 
speculation 

2 Condominium owners/residents 
(i) Condo Town Hall November 10, 2022 , 6:00pm for feedback to possible 

legislation  
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(ii) Information on Condo Tribunal 
(iii) Strengthening the two provincial bodies which regulate Board Members and 

Property Managers 
(iv) Goal is to promote safe and well-maintained homes for condominiums. 

 
The President thanked Jessica for her informative thoughts and remarks, and for her acceptance 
to speak at this year’s AGM.  Linda then turned the floor over to Kristyn Wong-Tam, MPP and 
former City of Toronto Councillor. 

Kristyn began by explaining that the Bill (23) is 13 part piece of legislation.  There was no 
consultation with municipal or other stakeholders as the bill was drafted. 

Kristyn then addressed specific issues that are brought to her attention whenever she is drawn 
into meetings, those issues being ENCAMPMENTS and HOMLESSNESS.  She noted that Bill 
23 does nothing to address these two issues of crisis.  She also noted that the legislation does 
not have any metrics to measure outcome for the goal of building 1.5 million homes over the 
next 10 years.  Rather, the Bill is noted to have been “carefully crafted” to weaken existing 
legislation across thirteen acts, cutting red tape for developers.  The result will be more floods 
(due to restrictions on ravine-sensitive laws), the destruction of endangered species (due to 
centralized decision making), relying on ministerial orders rather than legislative laws.  Kristyn 
stated that this is an anti-democratic policy and will upend democracy in Ontario.   
 
These actions will make things worse for municipalities, and specifically, for Toronto, as it will 
become less liveable and not sustainable, leaving a dearth of adequate staffing and support 
services, increased density, fewer green spaces, and fewer recreation and other facilities.  
Nothing in the bill gives aid to any existing and current problems. 
 
Kristyn’s final comment referred back to the President’s query about the function of residents’ 
associations (such as BENA) as local process and democratic values are upended.  Influence 
will be reduced or fined (3rd-party appeals have been stripped away and are subject to fees or 
court costs). 
 
Toronto City Council must deal with a budget with an $857 million hole (shortfall).  Capital 
repairs are likely again to be postponed.  There will be no opportunity for staff members to 
report on Strong Mayor Powers and possible reduction of council influence.  Associations will 
have to fight for the ability to have any influence.  Finally, top bureaucrats could be appointed 
according to provincial priorities. 
 
These were Kristyn’s most particular responses – to prioritize and encourage communication 
with the mayor’s office with community priorities, and to stay aware of provincial direction. 
 
Linda thanked Kristyn for her comments and for attending the meeting.  Linda then stated that 
Mike Layton had recently announced his meeting with the new councillor for Ward 11, and that 
Angela has put together a list of outstanding items that should be addressed. 
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Linda then welcomed and introduced the final speaker for the evening, Eli Papaioannou, as lead 
for the Rosedale Valley Ravine Trail project (Toronto Transportation Services), is to present an 
updated (and less distressing) account and information regarding the ongoing development.  
Linda also related Eli’s participation in the September Ravine walk with city of Toronto 
planning group. 
 
Eli presented a slide presentation to the meeting showing photos, drawings, maps and 
renderings, as well as planning concepts for the trail.  The challenges include waterways, 
sewage and electrical infrastructure, much of it below the exiting trail and roadway.  Eli 
indicated that the project is in the final design stage (60% completed) and could be completed 
before the end of 2023.  Goal continues to be to make greenspaces more accessible for all 
Torontonians.  The city has partnered with the Toronto and Regional Conservation Authority to 
design and deliver trail upgrades. 
 
Other progress updates include: 

(i) Connections to other access points and bicycle routes within the area; 
(ii) Widening the trail, widening buffer strips to 1.5 meters, eliminating grade 

differences, lighting, erosion issues; change (narrowing) to the Manulife driveway; 
(iii) Removal and reconstruction of entire trail from Park Road to Bayview Ave.; 
(iv) Respite areas at trail heads (additional benches, footpaths at Park Road and 

Bayview Ave), as well as under Mount Pleasant bridge and Bloor bridge; 
(v) Working with St. James Cemetery to open gates for possible trail or connection 

use; 
(vi) Secondary project in play to revise design and reconstruction of existing 

connection point to Wellesley Park, to improve accessibility and safety; 
(vii) Plan to revise existing Bayview bicycle connection south on Bayview trail; 
(viii) Design in place to build retaining walls to better support slopes of the ravine; 
(ix) Because some tree removal will be required, new plantings of trees/shrubs will be 

planted to mitigate erosion and also to work to eliminate invasive species (plants); 
(x) Fencing/railings design in place to protect cyclists and pedestrians from auto traffic 

at non-buffered sections; 
(xi) Early review to incorporation of “art” – e.g. Mount Pleasant bridge (arches) 

“decorative screens” (TBD); also to include upgrade and sufficient lighting; 
(xii) Working on risk degradation strategy for underground water and sewage flow; 
(xiii) Pedestrian bridge removal is still pending; timing to be announced shortly; 
(xiv) When design is finalized, tendering and construction could begin in Mid 2023; 

 
Project team members are targeting project information sessions for early next year to review 
scope, constraints, and alternatives. 
 
It was confirmed that the slides presented at this meeting will be placed on the BENA website, 
including a list of plantings that will be implemented. 
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Questions for Eli: 

(i) Seating – as indicated in the display and as space on the trail allows; 
(ii) Snow removal?  Eli will attempt to put it on the “list of maintained areas” by road 

operations; 
 
Linda gave her thanks to Eli for the presentation and for attending both BENA Ravine Walks 

Mary Helen Spence (of ABC Residents Association) commented to thank Linda for her 
inspiration and hard work.  As to the Yorkdale Secondary Plan, she suggested interest persons 
go to the resident association website, “ABCRA.CA”, where messaging has been written 
regarding what the Yorkville Secondary Plan is all about, where the goals are set so that all 
voices are to be heard and are encouraged to participate in information meetings. 
 
Linda thanked Mary Helen Spence for her comments. 
 
Al Rezoski posed a question regarding the extension of the Ravine Trail to Yonge Street: 
Linda answered saying that little is known at this time, since Corinna, who may have had some 
additional information, could not be present for this meeting. 
 
Final thanks given to all meeting participants.  The Meeting was then ended. 
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LIST OF ATTENDEES and GUESTS 

 

A.S. 

Al Rezoski 

Alaric da Cunha 

Amanda Pullan 

Angie Gorassi 

Anna Caputo 

Bill Rankin 

Caroline B. 

Celine Carvalho 

Cindi Plaud 

David Winterton 

Dean Rogers 

Don Krain 

Eli Papaioannou 

Elizabeth Johnson 

Jessica Bell 

Jim Gelcer 

John Burt 

Karen Shani  

Kathryn Holden 

Ken Deering 

Kristin Wong-Tam 

Leonard Koskitalo 

Linda Brett 

Lindsey Crymble 

Lorraine 

Mara Epstein 

Marilyn Tait 

Mark Hutchinson 

Mary Helen Spence 

Maureen Levinas 

Michiel Bagchus 

Neil Young (Rev.) 

Paul Swarney 

Paul Wong 

Rogi 

Ron Jordan 

Rose Cromie 

Sally Holton 

Sandy Jordan 

Shirley Hammond 

Stephen Timms 

Steven Kaufman 

Susan Haldenby 

Susan Okun 

Terry Tedesco 

Tim Douglas 

Veronique Morris 

Walker Young 

Zephy Mascovic 
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MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD 
BLOOR STREET EAST NEIGHBOURHOOD ASSOCIATION 

(BENA) 
November 2, 2022, 8:30 P.M. 

 

Members and Directors in attendance: 

Linda Brett (Director), Bill Rankin (Director), Mara Epstein, Lindsey Crymble, John Burt, 
Sandra Jordan (Director), Ron Jordan (Minute Taker), Michiel Bagchus (Director) 

 

The meeting was called to order, and it was acknowledged that Linda Brett would act as 
Chairperson of this meeting. 

Following the Annual General Meeting that resulted in the acclamation of four Directors to the 
Board of the Bloor Street East Neighbourhood Association, this special meeting of Directors 
was called to order with the specific purpose to appoint the officers of the Corporation, each to 
a one-year term.  The for the 2022-2023 fiscal year were appointed to the board as follows: 

The meeting was called to order by Linda at 8:30pm. 

The resulting appointments are: 

   PRESIDENT    Linda Brett 

   SECRETARY    William Rankin 

   TREASURER    Sandy Jordan 

   DIRECTOR-AT-LARGE  Michiel Bagchus 

A motion to approve these persons as Directors and the respective office positions was made by 
Linda Brett.  The motion was seconded by Michiel Bagchus.  The motion was carried 
unanimously. 

Much thanks was extended to Mara for the many hours, days, months (you get the picture) of 
service to BENA.   

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:34 p.m. 

 

Signed by: 

Linda Brett (President):  ______________ William Rankin (Secretary) _________________ 


